Look Beyond the Grass

No more than 20% of the front or rear yard should be live turf, and no
more than 30% of the front or rear yard should be artificial turf. The side
yard should be turf-free. For non-turf alternatives, consider grassess such
as Festuca californica, Festuca rubra, and Carex pansa. These grasses
grow taller than traditional lawns, offer an attractive “meadow-like”
appearance, and use less water.

Go Native

There’s more to drought tolerant landscaping than succelents and
cactus. Consider the many California native plants and drought tolerant
plants available at local, regional, and national nurseries that offer
reduced water usage while maintaining the San Gabriel Valley’s natural
Mediterranean plant palette. Look beyond the cactus and succulent. If
you do decide to plant catus or succulents, use them sparingly in your
landscape, and keep them away from sidewalks and other walkways, as
they might be hazardous.

Cover Bare Ground

Reduce dust and increase water retention by using mulch and stone type
materials as a groundcover or backdrop for native and low water use
plants, not as an alternative for landscaping. Plants should be spaced so
that at maturity the plants eventually cover most, if not all, of the mulch
or stone material.

Safety First

Pebbles and small rocks can act as an attractive nuisance (i.e. be picked
up and thrown) or as a slipping hazard if kicked onto sidewalks. For this
reason pebbles and small rocks are discouraged near public sidewalks
and high traffic areas.

Strategic Hardscaping

Stone type materials (pebbles, rocks, decomposed granite and the
like, and mulch) can be used to create dry stream beds which help in
capturing storm water. These features should not account for more than
20% of the front or rear yard (dog runs in the rear yard are an exception).
65% of the front yard (including the driveway and walkways) and 75% of
the rear yard should remain permeable.
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DROUGHT TOLERANT LANDSCAPING
GUIDELINES

A

s the State of California struggles with a drought of historic proportions many water companies,
government entities, and environmental groups are recommending the replacement of traditional turf
lawns with a mixture of landscape and hardscape that will consume less water. While many property owners
have expressed interest in this, some are concerned about new landscapes filled with cacti and rocks, which are
more characteristic of desert communities than the San Gabriel Valley’s Mediterranean climate. In response,
the Planning Division offers the following guidelines to assist property owners in creating a drought tolerant
landscape that corresponds with the established character and architectural heritage of Temple City. These
guidelines are aimed at creating a balance between areas of live turf, artificial turf, substitute meadow grasses,
mulch, and hardscape.

RESOURCES

Below is a list of additional resources for creating a landscape palette and plan
that meets the guidelines on the previous page:
Los Angeles County LibraryTemple City Branch
www.colapublib.org/libs/templecity/index.php

The Theodore Payne
Foundation
http://theodorepayne.org/

Guide to Selecting a
Landscape Architect
http://www.latc.ca.gov/
consumers/selecting.shtml

The California Native Plant
Society
www.cnps.org

LA County Drought Tolerant
Garden Handbook
http://planning.lacounty.gov/
assets/upl/project/green_
drought-tolerant-garden.pdf

A permit is not requried for small plants and other minor lanscaping
improvements on your property. If you are interested in landscaping your
parkway, see the City’s “Parkway Landscaping Guide” for more info.
Applicable Temple City Municipal Code Sections:
4-2C-2 Prohibited Public Nuisance Conditions
9-1M-15-A-4 Single Family Residence Construction Requirements
Have additional questions?
Call the Community Development Department at 626-285-2171

